
The Church honors the Holy

Apostle and Evangelist Luke.

In his Gospel we read that as

people bring their little ones to

Jesus so that He may touch

them, the disciples "sternly" or-

der the people to stop. But Jesus

says, "Let the little children come

to me, and do not hinder them,

for it is to such as these that the

Kingdom of God belongs."

Then He adds words that make

us stop and think: "Truly I tell

you, whoever does not receive

the Kingdom of God as a li�le 

child will never enter it" (Luke

18: 15-17).

How do we become those

"li�le children" to whom the 

Kingdom is promised? As Joa-

chim Jeremias writes in his

"New Testament Theology",

the Gospel tells us that it

means taking some new a�-

tudes toward things that were

well-known in Jesus' �me.

First, Jesus models a way of

praying that isn't restricted to

the communal liturgical prayer

offered at three prescribed 

�mes of day. Jesus prays alone, 

some�mes through a whole 

night, as in Luke 6: 12.

In addi�on, the prayer He 

teaches His disciples, known to

us as the Lord's Prayer, is an

Aramaic prayer, not a Hebrew

one. Aramaic is His mother

tongue. Throughout the Gos-

pels, Jesus Christ con�nues to 

respect and take part in the

thrice-daily liturgical prayer, in

Hebrew, known to all pious

Jews. But here He is giving to

those who want to become

"li�le children" the example of 

something else: offering per-

sonal prayer at any �me of 

day, in their own language.

In this same prayer, Jesus in-

structs the disciples to address

God as Abba, or Father. This is

a new and huge privilege. Saint

Paul emphasizes the point in

Romans 8:15-16: "When we

cry, 'Abba! Father!' it is that

very Spirit bearing witness

with our spirit that we are chil-

dren of God..." To become

"li�le children" we must ac-

cept this privilege and put our-

selves in God's hands, trus�ng 

Him as our loving Father.

When we do so, some things

will change. For example, in

John 9:2 we see the common

belief that physical disability is

a punishment for sin. When the

disciples see a man blind from

birth, they ask the Lord who

sinned, the man or his parents.

Jesus answers by giving a new

reason for disability: "that

God's works might be revealed

in him." And in the Beatitudes,

He tells His disciples to rejoice

when they are reviled, perse-

cuted and falsely accused. The

Father who loves them has au-

thority over everything, so they

need no longer fear this kind of

evil and injustice.

Even the length of our prayers

can change. In Ma�hew 6: 7, 

the other place in the New Tes-

tament where Jesus gives His

disciples the Lord's Prayer, He

begins by telling them not to

"heap up empty phrases" in the

belief that they will be "heard

because of their many words."

Those who are God's "li�le 

children" can trust that He

knows their needs and hears a

short prayer.

Luke 12: 32 gives us this assur-

ance: "Fear not, li�le flock, for 

it is your Father's good pleas-

ure to give you the Kingdom."

Becoming Little Children
October 2023

September Council Highlights

 Church ran an operating surplus
of $2,882.83 in July.
 Church ran an operating deficit of

$2,850.30 in August.
 After hosting a successful axe

throwing event, the FOCA will
host Tailgate Party on Sunday,
October 29th.
 Church exploring new vendors

for candles.
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The history of the Orthodox Christian
Church actually begins in the Acts of the
Holy Apostles, with the Descent of the
Holy Spirit on the Apostles at Pentecost. It
says: “When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly a sound came from heaven
like the rush of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, distributed and
resting on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-
4). This is the beginning of our church
and the evangelizing that took place then,
throughout the church's history, and still
needs to take place today.

We are s�ll called to preach the good 
news of the Gospel to everyone in the

community. We come to church to wor-
ship Christ and to be able to draw closer
to Him. A�er the Holy Spirit descended,  
it says that about 3,000 souls were

added to the church. Even adding one
person is a great accomplishment! That
is one more person adding to the faith-
ful that call to God to help us. In this day

and age where Chris�anity comes in all 
different shapes and sizes, and is o�en 
looked on as an obstacle or an intrusion
to the way “I” want to live. We know, as
Orthodox Chris�ans, that our life in 
Christ is necessary for our soul.

Many people are looking for the
Truth of the Gospel, we should al-
ways be open to sharing the Gos-
pel with others. We should be
sure that we are fulfilling what 
Christ has commanded us to do—

and that is to go out and tell of the
good news of the Gospel. We should

try during the rest of the year to share
that good news with someone and invite
them to the church. May the good Lord
help us in the building up of His church.

Fr. Mikel

Archbishop BenjaminVisits SS Peter and Paul
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Fr. Lawrence Farley

If ever a Biblical story cried out to be

made into a Hollywood movie, it would be

the story of Esther. The story has every-

thing that Hollywood values in a mov-

ie: rags-to-riches, gor-

geous scenery, sex,

intrigue, a creepy vil-

lain, a�empted mur-

der, violence, plot

twists, a cast of thou-

sands, and a happy

ending. It even centers

upon a strong female

character, a kind of

proto-feminist, some-

one who is both strong

and feminine, vulnera-

ble but courageous. It

almost seems too good to be true. Cecil

B. DeMille definitely missed his chance 

with this one

In fact, many scholars wonder if it is com-

pletely true, and there are certainly

enough details in the story to raise the

eyebrows of an historical detective. Con-

sider the following: the text (or the script)

says that the king’s first queen was named

“Vashti”, whereas history knows her as

“Amestris” (Herodotus’ Histories

7.61). The text also says that the king

ruled over 127 satrapies, when in fact Per-

sia contained about 20 of them. Also, Es-

ther was chosen from other participants in

a beauty pageant, when history informs us

that the queen was chosen (unsurprisingly)

from one of the seven noble families of

Persia. Also, the text dates Mordecai from

the exile of 597 B.C., which would make

him about 120 years old at the time of the

events related in the story.

Other improbabili�es abound. Is it really

likely that a queen would be chosen with-

out inquiry about her race, immediate

family, or past history (2:20)? Or that an

order would go out across the empire

decreeing that a wife must respect her

husband (1:22)? Or that a king would

appoint a commission before issuing this

order (1:15f), but issue an order for an

empire-wide genocide

on the basis of a whim

and a bribe? And that

one would offer a bribe 

totaling about two-

thirds of the revenue

of the empire (3:8-

9)? Or that when the

king discovered his

queen was Jewish, in-

stead of simply re-

scinding the order, his

response would be to

issue another order

telling the Jews that they could defend

themselves, as if they wouldn’t have done

that anyway (8:11)? Or that the slaughter

of Persians by the Jews totaled 75,000,

and that the king would accept this

slaughter with equanimity (9:16)? The

sum total of such historical errors and

improbabili�es is why many scholars re-

gard the genre as historical romance (or

poli�cal sa�re), and not history—though it

might have been inspired by a local and

limited Persian pogrom. (Or, as they say

in Hollywood, “This story was inspired by

true events”.)

The point, of course, is not the specific

genre or the historicity, but the story it-

self. In this story, the Jewish heroine Es-

ther finds herself caught up in the king’s

project of finding himself a new wife to

replace Vashti, his old wife whom he de-

moted and divorced. By royal decree

young girls were gathered together from

throughout the empire to take part in

what was essentially a Persian beauty pag-

eant, and the girl who best pleased the

king would be the new queen. At length

Esther was chosen as the new queen,

though no one inquired about or knew her

Jewish lineage or her personal history.

Esther had been looked a�er by her uncle 

Mordecai, who managed to insult and

antagonize a high official in the king’s court

by the name of Haman. Haman was filled

with rage at this insult, and so rather than

simply dispose of Mordecai, he decided to

get rid of him by having all the Jews killed

throughout the Persian empire. He sug-

gested this genocidal policy to the king,

offering him a bribe of ten thousand tal-

ents of silver to seal the deal, and the king

immediately agreed to give the order, to

be carried out in a year’s time. When Mor-

decai learned of the order, he immediately

went into mourning, and asked Esther to

convince the king to rescind the order. The

problem was that Esther did not have ac-

cess to the king unbidden, and if she dared

to approach unbidden, she might be

killed. But she decided to risk her life by

approaching the king anyway.

Eventually she approached the king, who

agreed to grant her access and not have her

killed for her daring approach. After a day

or so of feasting and buttering him up, she

put before him her plight: she would soon

be killed along with her people. Asked who

would dare to harm the queen, she accused

Haman. Immediately the king had Haman

killed by hanging him on the gallows he had

constructed for Mordecai.

But the king could s�ll not rescind the or-

der, and so he issued another one: the

Jews were allowed to defend themselves,

and in response to the a�ack they slaugh-

tered 75,000 Persians, including Persians

in the royal capital. In the end, Mordecai

was exalted to a posi�on of authority and 

the Jews everywhere rejoiced and kept

the anniversary of the day as a special

feast—the feast of Purim. The story itself

is of course more exci�ng and drama�c 

(Continued on page 4)

“The story of Esther

contains the promise that

God will watch over His

Church until the end. God

will always preserve His

people. The only question

for us is: will we show

courage in the hour of

danger or not?”
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than this brief summary, and its ten chap-

ters should be read to see why it is a per-

ennial favourite. The Book of Es-

ther’s difficulty in finding even a late place 

in the Biblical canon should not be al-

lowed to detract from its drama�c power.

What can we learn from the story’s hero-

ine and from the story generally? I sug-

gest three things.

First of all, Esther is an example of loyalty

to her people. Given her unforeseen and

rapid advancement from unknown exile

and immigrant to queen consort, it would

have been easy for her to simply forget all

about her unknown and poli�cally incon-

venient past. She would not have been

the first person to ignore and deliberately 

lose contact with those who knew them

before their meteoric rise to fame and

influence. Yet despite the risk associated

with her being a Jew, she maintained con-

tact with her uncle, and con�nued to be 

guided by his advice. She exulted in her

newfound status as Esther the Persian,

but she never forgot that she was also

Hadassah the Jew (2:7). For Esther, her

membership in God’s people superseded

everything else. It dictated her fundamen-

tal iden�ty and guided her ac�ons.

Secondly, we see Esther’s willingness to

do the right thing regardless of the per-

sonal cost. She knew that she did not en-

joy immediate access to the king, and that

approaching him unbidden was against

the law. She had not been summoned

within the past month (4:11), and so it

was unlikely therefore that she would be

summoned in the immediate fu-

ture.  Burs�ng in unannounced might well 

result not just in loss of privilege and posi-

�on, but also in loss of her life. Nonethe-

less, she said, “I will go to the king, though

it is against the law, and if I perish, I per-

ish” (4:16). Her determined willingness to

(Continued from page 3) sacrifice her posi�on and possibly even 

her life in the service of her people sets an

example of courage for us all.

Finally, the story of Esther reveals that

God will protect His chosen people in all

circumstances, no ma�er how dire things 

become. Though Esther is heroine of the

tale, God remains the invisible protagonist

behind the scenes. He works through the

plots of the ungodly and the courage of

the pious to fulfill His will for the protec-

�on and survival of His people. The story

of Esther is ul�mately not about the fate 

and courage of one woman or about the

necessity of piety. In fact, there is very

li�le show of piety found in the narra-

�ve:  the Name of God is not men�oned, 

no one is seen praying, even when doom

threatens (see 4:1-3). The moral there-

fore is not, “Piety will be rewarded”, but

rather, “God’s people will survive, since

God protects them”—see 6:13, where

even Haman’s wife and friends seem to

know this.

This has relevance for the Church as well,

since the Church is the Messianic com-

monwealth of Israel. No weapon forged

against the Church will ul�mately prosper 

(Isaiah 54:17), and the gates of hell will

not prevail against it. The Church is the

anvil which has worn out many hammers,

and it will remain un�l the Coming of the 

Lord. The story of Esther contains the

promise that God will watch over His

Church un�l the end. God will always

preserve His people.  The only ques�on 

for us is: will we show courage in the

hour of danger or not? Like Esther, let us

resolve to do the right thing no ma�er 

what: if we perish, we perish. We must

remember who we are and do our duty.

Reprinted from the Orthodox Church in

America web site, h�ps://www.oca.org/

reflec�ons/fr.-lawrence-farley/biblical-

women-esther



GlorificationofSt Innocent,Metropolitanof Moscow

PAGE 5

Saint Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow,

Enlightener of the Aleuts and Apostle to

America (in the world John Popov-

Veniaminov), was born on August 26,

1797 in the village of Anginsk in the Ir-

kutsk diocese, into the family of a sacris-

tan. The boy mas-

tered his studies at

an early age and by

age seven, he was

reading the Epistle in

church. In 1806 they

sent him to the Ir-

kutsk seminary. In

1814, the new rector

thought it proper to

change the sur-

names of some of

the students. John

Popov received the

surname Veniaminov

in honor of the de-

ceased Archbishop

Benjamin of Irkutsk (+ July 8, 1814). On

May 13, 1817 he was ordained deacon for

the Irkutsk Annuncia�on church, and on 

May 18, 1821, he was ordained priest.

The missionary service of the future Apos-

tle of America and Siberia began with the

year 1823. Father John spent 45 years

laboring for the enlightenment of the peo-

ples of Kamchatka, the Aleu�an Islands, 

North America, Yakutsk, the Khabarov

fron�er, performing his apostolic exploit 

in severe condi�ons and at great risks to 

life. Saint Innocent bap�zed ten thousand 

people, and built churches, beside which

he founded schools and he himself taught

the fundamentals of the Chris�an life. His 

knowledge of various cra�s and arts aided 

him in his work.

Father John was a remarkable preacher.

During the celebra�on of the Liturgy, me-

morial services and the all-night Vigil, he

incessantly guided his flock. During his 

�me of endless travels, Father John stud-

ied the languages, customs and habits of

the peoples, among whom he preached.

His work in geography, ethnography and

linguis�cs received worldwide acclaim. He 

composed an alphabet and grammar for

the Aleut language

and translated the

Catechism, the Gos-

pel and many pray-

ers into that lan-

guage. One of the

finest of his works 

was the Indica�on of 

the Way into the

Kingdom of Heaven

(1833), translated

into the various lan-

guages of the peo-

ples of Siberia and

appearing in more

than 40 edi�ons. 

Thanks to the toil of

Father John, the Yakut people in 1859 first 

heard the Word of God and divine ser-

vices in their own na�ve language.

On November 29, 1840, a�er the death of 

his wife, Father John was tonsured a

monk with the name Innocent by Saint

Philaret, the Metropolitan of Moscow, in

honor of Saint Innocent of Irkutsk. On

December 15, Archimandrite Innocent

was consecrated Bishop of Kamchatka,

the Kurile and Aleu�an Islands. On April 

21, 1850 Bishop Innocent was elevated to

the rank of archbishop.

By the Providence of God on January 5,

1868, Saint Innocent succeeded Metropol-

itan Philaret on the Moscow cathedra.

Through the Holy Synod, Metropolitan

Innocent consolidated the secular mis-

sionary efforts of the Russian Church 

(already in 1839 he had proposed a pro-

ject for improving the organiza�on of mis-

sionary service).

Under the care of Metropolitan Innocent a

Missionary Society was created, and the

Protection monastery was reorganized for

missionary work. In 1870 the Japanese

Orthodox Spiritual Mission headed by Ar-

chimandrite Nicholas Kasatkin [afterwards

Saint Nicholas of Japan, (February 3)] was

set up, with whom Saint Innocent had

shared much of his own spiritual experi-

ence. The guidance by Saint Innocent of

the Moscow diocese was also fruitful, by

his efforts, the church of the Protection of

the Most Holy Theotokos was built up into

the Moscow Spiritual Academy.

Saint Innocent fell asleep in the Lord on

March 31, 1879, on Holy Saturday, and was

buried at the Holy Spirit Church of the Trini-

ty-Saint Sergius Lavra. On October 6, 1977,

Saint Innocent was glorified by the Russian

Orthodox Church. His memory is celebrated

three times during the year: on March 31,

the day of his blessed repose, on October 5

(Synaxis of the Moscow Hierarchs), and on

October 6, the day of his glorification.

Reprinted from the Orthodox Church in

America web site, https://www.oca.org/

saints/lives/2020/10/06/102884-

glorification-of-saint-innocent-metropolitan

-of-moscow-enlighten
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“Prayer is the lifting up of the mind

and heart to God. From this it is

evident that it is quite impossible for

anyone to pray whose mind and

heart are attached to anything carnal

- for instance, to money or to honors

- or who has in his heart passions

such as hatred or envy for others,

because passions usually contract the

heart, in the same way as God ex-

pands it and gives it true freedom.”

—St. John of Kronstadt
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Around SS Peter & Paul
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October 2 Walter & Vera Moschowsky

Brian Hix

4 Chris� Sourk

8 Emma Hecht

10 John Adams-Clement

11 Susan Weiss

13 Alexander Gala

15 Eugenia (Gina) Mudrenko

17 Rosemarie Osolinsky

21 Svetlana & Arthur Fleenor

25 Olivia Weiss

Brad Christensen

30 Anthony Chilbert

Many Years!
Mnogaya Leta!

Congratulations and Many Years!

To Cassidy and Ferdi van der Kamp

on the birth of their daughter, Cornelia

Anneke van der Kamp and her call name is

‘Nelianne.’ Cornelia Anneke was born

September 8th at 7:23pm (NL) and weighed

in at 9lb, 2oz . Her Saint is St Anne, mother

of Mary. May God grant them all Many

Blessed Years!

PRAYER LIST

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners who 
are ill or unable to a�end  services:

Sandra Hoff

Marie Lobb

Ann Carroll

Elizabeth Michel

Antonia Adams-Clement

John Adams-Clement

Walter Booriakin

Jamie Arango

Tammy Horton

The suffering people of Ukraine

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physi-

cian of our souls and bodies, reach out his

healing hand and bless these, His servants.

If you know anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel.



NUT ROLL BAKE The Myrrh Bearers Altar

Society will be baking nut, apricot, and

poppy seed rolls again this fall. The last

day to place your order is October 1st.

Please see one of the Myrrhbearers for

more information. If you are interested in

learning more about the rolls or just love

to bake, please speak to Matushka Heather

Pfeiffer, who would love to speak to you

about various ways you can help. We wel-

come men, women, and teens who want

to get involved. Bakes dates are listed on

the calendar and we ask that you let us

know if you are interested in helping.

LUNCHEON THANK YOU The luncheon for

Archbishop Benjamin was a beau�ful suc-

cess. A large thank you goes to everyone

who helped with the luncheon from bring

a dish, dona�ng to the cause, helping in 

the kitchen, clearing tables, washing dish-

es, taking out the trash, and so much

more.  Your contribu�ons to the event are 

greatly appreciated.

FELLOWSHIP OF ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS

IN AMERICA (FOCA) meets on the first Sun-

day of each month following Coffee Hour.

Come join us for the tailgate par-

ty on Sunday, October 29th in

the church hall. Remember to

wear your favorite team shirt

and join in the fun. WE look forward to

seeing everyone there!

We are collec�ng books (new or gently 

used) for the children at Whi�er School. 

Any support would be greatly appreciated.

Happy October birthday to those born in

October. Many years!

FROM THE CHURCH TREASURER The last

quarter of the year is now upon us. Now is

your chance to make sure your 2023

church pledges / dona�ons /contribu�ons 

are in and accounted for in this year.

Please consider the church in your year-end

financial planning, especially for tax purpos-

es. Year-to-date dona�on statements will 

be available in early December.
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BOOKSTORE The bookstore has a lovely

selec�on of Akathist Prayers. While you 

may find canons and akathist prayers to 

our Lord Jesus Christ and our Most Holy

Theotokos in your prayer book, there are

also others that can be read that are dedi-

cated to saints or for par�cular occa-

sions. Stop by and take a look! (If a pur-

chase isn't in your budget right now, you

may even be able to do an internet search

and find a free PDF version.)

MEMORY ETERNAL! This month marks
the seven year anniversary of Protodea-
con Alexis’ repose in the Lord. Protodea-
con Alexis loved our parish community as
his own family and his loss has been
greatly felt.

To the parishioners of Saints Peter

and Paul Parish:

I would like to inform you that we,

Teresa and I, shall be leaving this par-

ish and the greater Phoenix area. Te-

resa has accepted a unique oppor-

tunity with a company in the Boise,

Idaho area. We have already pur-

chased a home and will close on it

very soon. Teresa will be depar�ng for 

Boise in mid October. I will follow her,

to Boise, once all of our business has

been completed.

We are grateful to the Saints Peter

and Paul community, that welcomed

us just over 8 years ago. We have

enjoyed our communion of worship

and fellowship over the years and

look forward to the con�nued friend-

ships that have taken root.

Life is the journey that the good Lord

lays at your feet. 8 years ago we nev-

er thought we’d end up in Phoenix…

and now it’s off to Boise. It’s meant

to be even if we can’t comprehend it

now. Through our faith we will see, in

�me, what and why we were called. 

Our only hope is that we leave this

parish in as good or be�er condi�on 

than when we first walked through 

the front door.

May God con�nue to bless this parish 

and its faithful flock.

Nicholas Bock

WE WELCOME all visitors to SS Peter &

Paul. We hope your visit was enriching

and enlightening. Please join us in the

Cultural Center, behind the church, for

our Fellowship Hour. It’s a chance to

meet some of our members, other

visitors, and enjoy some coffee and

fellowship.

The FOCA invites you
to our

TAILGATE PARTY

Sunday, October 29, 2023
Following Divine Liturgy

Wear your favorite team jersey (any
team/sport) and get in the tailgate

spirit and join us for the fun!



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Protection of the
Most Holy Theotokos
Pskov-Protection Icon

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

FOCA MEETING

2 Cyprian & Justina 3 4

NO CLASS

5 Synaxis of the
Hierarchs of Moscow

6 Holy Apostle Thomas

St. InnocentofMoscow,
Apostle to the Americas

7

8:30AM

NUT ROLL BAKE

5:00pm Vespers

8
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

MBAS MEETING

12:00pm Vespers

9 St. Tikhon,
Patriarch of Moscow
Holy Apostle James

Alphaeus
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

10
‘

6:00pm Council
Meeting

11

6:00pm Bible Study

12 13 14

5:00pm Vespers

15
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

16 17 18 Holy Apostle
and Evangelist Luke

6:00pm Bible Study

19 20

6:00pm Vespers

21 Memorial
(Demetrius) Saturday
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

5:00pm Vespers

22

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

23 Apostle James,
Brother of the Lord

24 25

NO CLASS

26 Great Martyr
Demetrius

27 28 Repose of Ven.
Job of Pochaev

8:30AM

NUT ROLL BAKE

5:00pm Vespers

29
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

TAILGATE PARTY

HOSTED BY FOCA

30 Zenobius and
Zenobia

6:00pm Vespers

31 Hieromartyr
John Kochurov

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

1 Cosmas & Damian

6:00pm Bible Study

2 3 4
10:00am Baptism

Sean Flom

5:00pm Vespers

5

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

FOCA MEETING

6 St. Paul the Con-
fessor, Archbishop
of Constantinople

7

6:00pm Vespers

8 Synaxis of Archangel
Michael and the

Other Bodiless Powers
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

6:00pm Bible Study

9 10 11

5:00pm Vespers

October 2023

Sunday, October 1, 2023

Last day to place orders for nut rolls

We welcome all of our guests and visitors.

Please join us in the Cultural Center for

coffee and fellowship.

October 29th

St. John Gala & Auction: Music Under the Stars

St. John the Evangelist Church, Tempe, AZ

Tailgate Party

Sunday, October 29, 2023

Wear your favorite team jersey!

2nd Annual GOYA Fall Lock-In

Assump�on Greek Orthodox Church

October 20-21, 2023

For grades 6-12

Sign up at: assump�onaz.org/lockin


