Orthodox Church in America

SS Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church Newsletter

Volume 23 Issue 7

July 2023

June Council Highlights

X May’s Operating Income was $13,199.24
and Operating Expenses were
$25,632.38, resulting in Net Operating
deficit of -$12,433.14 for the month.

"X Warranty dispute with church window
installer is ongoing.

" Firetrol was onsite to service the
hall’s alarm and sprinkler systems.

Below: SS Peter and Paul Orthodox Church,

Winter 1968. Thank you, Joffa Applegate.

SS Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church
1614 E. Monte Vista Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602.253.9515

www.sspeterpaulaz.org
www.oca.org

Archpriest Mikel Bock,
Rector
907-444-8545
frmikel@sspeterpaulaz.org
Archpriest David Balmer, Attached
Retired
frdavidbalmer@sspeterpaulaz.org
480-213-7631

Deacon John Weiss
deaconjohn@sspeterpaulaz.org

Deacon Rodion Pfeiffer
deaconrodion@sspeterpaulaz.org

Andrew Evans
Council President
480.948.7929

Barbara Harp
Choir Director
barbaraharp.2030@gmail.com

Stephanie A. Homyak
Church School Director
Neuwsletter Editor
602.432.7473
stephanie_homyak@yahoo.com

Matushka Elizabeth Pfeiffer
Myrrhbearers Altar Society
flagstaffred@gmail.com

The Holy Prophet Elijah

Of all the OIld Testament
prophets it was Elijah the This-
bite who in a unique way cap-
tured the imagination of the
Slavic people in

Eastern Europe. The

prophet,
name means
“strength of the

Lord” was a man

aflame with the fire

of the love of God

and was uncompro-

mising in his faithful-

ness to the one true God. He
was a powerful and coura-
geous figure who had been
given power over the ele-
ments: rain, wind, fire, etc.

whose

Because many of our ancestors
were primarily agricultural
people and the success of their
crops and livestock depended
greatly on the elements, it was
natural for them to find a suit-
able patron and protector in
Elijah. Since it was Elijah who
appeared with Moses at the
time of Our Lord’s transfigura-
tion on Mount Tabor, we can
readily see the connection
between this feast and the
blessing of fruit and grain on
the Feast of Transfiguration.

The profound respect our people
had for the Prophet Elijah as one
of the major prophets of the Old
Testament, and their devotion to
him as a patron of the elements,
led them to institute the solemn

observance of his feast day. He is
also one of the few Old Testa-
ment figures who has churches
dedicated in his honor.

Elijah lived during
the reign of Achab,
the seventh king of

Israel (875-854
B.C.). The king had
married Jezebel,

the pagan daughter

of the king of Tyre.

She brought with

her hundreds of
pagan prophets (ritual priests)
to Samaria and introduced the
worship of the Phoenician deity,
Melgart, also known under the
general name of Baal. Apart
from the sacrifices they offered
as part of their priestly function,
they observed a special ritual
dance accompanied by musical
instruments. Every spring they
had a ceremony of fire to mark
the awakening of their god who
had slept through the winter.
They enkindled a great fire from
which the god was supposed to
renew his strength. During this
time, the priest-prophets of
Baal danced and whirled faster
and faster in a frenzy, even to
wounding themselves with
swords and spears on their
arms and legs.

Under the influence of Queen
Jezebel, the true prophets of
Israel were persecuted, and
the Israelites became divided

in their loyalty between Baal
and Yahweh. They thought
they could worship both, the
God of their fathers and the
pagan god, Baal, whom the
Queen favored. Elijah’s strong
and determined opposition to
this divided loyalty earned for
him the hatred of the queen.

Chapter eighteen of the Third
Book of Kings describes a fa-
mous scene on Mount Carmel
and how Elijah determined to
prove that Yahweh alone is the
true God. Elijah approached
the people and appealed to
them not to straddle between
both deities. He addressed
them saying: “If the Lord is
God, follow Him; if Baal, follow
him.... | am the only surviving
prophet of the Lord, and there
are four hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal. Give us two
young bulls. Let them choose
one, cut it into pieces, and
place it on the wood, but start
no fire. | shall prepare the oth-
er and place it upon the wood
but shall start no fire. You shall
call on your gods, and | will call
on the Lord. The God who an-
swers with fire is God” (3 Kings
18: 21-24). The people agreed.

The prophets of Baal selected a
bull and prepared if on an altar
and called on their pagan god
from morning to noon to start

(Continued on page 4)
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Message from Our Rector

Every week on Sunday the Divine Liturgy is
served in remembrance of Christ’s resur-
rection. The Divine Liturgy can be served
on any day during the week, except for
the Great Fast, where it cannot be served
on weekdays and is only served

on weekends except for the
Annunciation. When
come to the Divine Liturgy

we are here to worship

God - Father, Son and

Holy Spirit, so our focus

should be totally fixed on

them. Every Sunday is a

little Pascha, where we

celebrate Chris’s resurrec-

tion, and all the things that

He has done for us, and where

we are also to ask for His mercy

on us. When the Russian Prince Vladimir
sent his emissaries to find a true faith they
visited the Hagia Sophia in Constantino-
ple, back in the 10th century, and attend-
ed the Divine Liturgy, they explained to
him: We knew not whether we were in
heaven or on earth, for surely there is no
such splendor or beauty anywhere on
earth. We cannot describe it to you; we
only know that God dwells there among
men and that their Service surpasses the
worship of all other places..." A church is
called to be humble, repentant and
prayerful, where we show reverence and
respect to Christ, the creator of the world,
for we are Christ’s servants, we are called
to serve Him properly and in truth. And
the Church has laid out before us how we
are to do this proper worship, we don’t
get to make up our own way of doing
things, and change things. | hope it is un-
derstood that the Liturgy is not a show
that is put on, but an active true worship
of Christ. The Liturgy begins with the ex-
clamation: “Blessed is the Kingdom of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spir-
it, now and ever and unto the ages of ag-
es.” In other words, may the Kingdom of
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spir-

we

it be glorified now and always and unto
the endless ages. We enter into this mysti-
cal realm, we leave this earthly place with
all the other Orthodox Churches world-
wide, and enter into the eternal presence
of the Holy Trinity. This is why we

cannot be late, when we are,

we fail at entering into His

presence. This is what the

Divine Liturgy is all about,

drawing us closer to God.

This is what true worship

really is, being on time

and being prepared. The

Divine Liturgy is celebrat-

ed outside of time and

space, leading us into a

different reality. It leads us

directly to God the Father. We
mystically are transported to the Kingdom
of Heaven. Saint John Chrysostom says,
Every time there is performed the liturgy
of this awesome sacrifice, which is the
clear image of the heavenly realities, we
should imagine that we are in heaven.
Therefore, we begin this service by bless-
ing and glorifying the Kingdom of the Fa-
ther, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the
Kingdom of the Holy Trinity. And the Di-
vine Liturgy is the Kingdom of Heaven on
earth. We have to be properly prepared to
come to the Liturgy as well as being pre-
pared to receive the Holy Eucharist. When
we prepare properly we begin to under-
stand the full depth of the Divine Liturgy,
knowing that the Liturgy is NOT a show
between the priest, deacon and the choir.
It is not some passive entertainment dur-
ing which the people sit back and watch,
because when we sit we relax and then
our mind wanders, or we start to talk, as if
whatever we think about or talk about
could be more important than worshiping
God. The liturgy is active dialogue where
we communicate and connect with the
living God, the people say the prayers si-
lently while the priest, deacon and choir
say them out loud, we cross ourselves

many times throughout the Liturgy so that
we fully immerse ourselves in the proper
and true worship of Christ. This is work,
and it takes work to stand, to pay atten-
tion, to draw closer to Christ. Why? Be-
cause we have a God who loves us and
wants us all to be in the Kingdom. But we
first have to choose to follow Christ and His
Commandments, then we have to put our
faith and trust in Christ and work at ful-
filling His holy will. When we have issues
and problems He is there to help us and to
heal us, but it takes action on our part. It
takes work, like our prayers, our running
from sin, our confessing our sins, our
attending the services with the proper
frame of mind, as we say in the Liturgy
“now lay aside all earthly cares. The church
is the temple of God, a holy place, a house
of prayer, it is the assembly of the people,
the Body of Christ. The church is called the
Bride of Christ, therefore we must always
show the proper reverence and respect to
the church because it is the earthly heaven,
and Christ is the Bridegroom.

FAREWELL and BEST WISHES
To the Arauz and Hurd families as they
each start a new chapter in their lives!

Strange, isn’t it?
Each man’s life
touches so many
other lives. When
he isn't around,
he leaves an awful
hole, doesnt he?”
~Clarence The Angel,
It's 3 Wonderful Life

“We all take differ-
ent paths in life,
but no matter
where we go, we
take 3 little of each
other everywhere.”

~-Tim McGraw
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Church Etiquette — Part |

The Holy Orthodox Church is perhaps one
of the last social institutions where digni-
ty, protocol, respect, and reverence are
maintained. This is primarily because
when we come to the church and its ser-
vices we are entering the Kingdom of God
on earth, His habita-
tion, and we choose
to honor this sacred
place by our atten-
tiveness to what is
proper and ordered.
We have the oppor-
tunity to reflect the
image of Christ with-
in us by our actions.
“You are a chosen
generation, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation” ( Peter 2:9).

This guide is meant for personal reflection
and not as a means of judging others.
Keep in mind that there are different tra-
ditions even among the Orthodox faithful.
We come to church to pray and worship
God above all else, and that should be our
only focus. While the following refer-
ences the Divine Liturgy, it should be not-
ed that proper etiquette should be ap-
plied to all the Divine Services of the
Church.

ENTERING THE CHURCH

The Orthodox Divine Liturgy begins when
the priest intones, “Blessed is the King-
dom of the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.” We need to arrive early
enough to receive this blessing. Arriving
later causes a distraction for others who
are praying.

If an occasional problem occurs and you
have to come in late, enter the church
reverently and quietly. The times in which
you must stay in the back of the church,
or the narthex, before entering include:
when the Little or Great Entrance is taking

“We come to the church on time as
if to a “(Great Banquet,” with
reverence because we are Partaking
of the very Bodg and B]ooc‘ of
Christ, our Savior.

place, when the priest is censing the
icons and congregation or giving the
homily, and when the Epistle or Gospel is
being read. When the priest or Deacon is
censing everyone should stop venerating
the icons and stand aside until they are
finished censing and
have gone back into
the altar. Also, we
should not be turn-
ing
the
while they cense the

and following
priest/deacon

whole church, we
should
facing the altar . If

always be

are  unsure
is the best
time to enter the church, ask one of the
ushers for guidance. We come to the

you
when

church on time as if to a “Great Ban-
quet,” with reverence because we are
partaking of the very Body and Blood of
Christ, our Savior. Coming to the Hours
before the Divine Liturgy will ensure that
you will be settled in plenty of time to
pray without distraction.

STANDING IN CHURCH

It is the custom of Orthodox Christians to
stand throughout the services of the
Church. This is because the traditional
posture for prayer and worship in the Or-
thodox Church is standing. If you choose
to stand in a church that has pews, please
do so near the back or sides so that the
view of the altar is not blocked. If you
need to sit during the Divine Liturgy, re-
member to stand at these times: when
the Liturgy begins and the priest gives the
blessing; during the Little and Great En-
trances; when the priest is censing the
icons and the faithful; during the Gospel
reading; at the Anaphora; for Holy Com-
munion; and at the final Blessing. When-
ever a hierarch is visiting the parish, out of

respect follow his example and stand and
sit when he does.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

It is a pious Orthodox tradition to light
candles for personal petitions and inter-
cessions when entering the church and
venerating the icons. Most parishes have
designated candle stands or holders for
these candles. It is not proper to light can-
dles at certain times during the service—
generally the same times when you
should not enter the church, such as dur-
ing the Little and Great Entrances, when
the priest is censing the icons and congre-
gation or giving the homily, or during the
reading of the Epistle or Gospel.

Candles should be allowed to burn down
without being extinguished early, since
the burning candle symbolizes our prayers
rising to heaven and the light of Christ
in our midst. Pease do not allow young
children to for

light candles alone,

safety reasons.

VENERATING ICONS

The Orthodox Church teaches that it is
proper to venerate, not worship, icons..
The acceptable way to do this is to kiss
either the hands or feet of Our Lord or of
the saint depicted in the icon, or the
scroll, the Gospel book, or the hand cross
a saint is holding. Please do not wear lip-
stick /chapstick when kissing the icons.

ADDITIONAL PIOUS CUSTOMS
CROSSING ONESELF

It is always appropriate to cross oneself at
the mention of the Holy Trinity—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit; whenever entering or
leaving the church; at the beginning of the
Liturgy; when passing in front of the altar;
when venerating an icon, the Gospel, or
the cross; and at times for personal peti-

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

tions. It is not necessary to cross one-
self when the priest is giving a blessing or
censing the congregation. Instead, one
should bow to receive the blessing.

BOWING

Orthodox Christians bow when the The-
otokos and Christ are petitioned. They
also bow to the priest at his blessing,
and when he asks forgiveness before
the Great Entrance and again before
Holy Communion. It is traditional for
the Orthodox faithful to bow and cross
themselves when they enter and leave
the church, and when they pray before
the icons.

(Continued from page 1)

the fire. But there was no response. They
did their ritual dance. Still no response. Eli-
jah then taunted them with the words: “Call
louder, for he is a god and may be meditat-
ing or may have retired or may be on a jour-
ney. Perhaps he is asleep and must be awak-
ened?” They called out even louder, slashed
themselves with swords and spears, yet all
their efforts ended in failure.

Elijah then took twelve stones to represent
the number of tribes of Israel (named after
the twelve sons of Jacob) and repaired the
altar which had been previously destroyed.
He dug a trench around the altar, arranged
the wood and placed the young sacrificial
bull on the altar. He then ordered the peo-
ple to pour water over the offering and
over the wood. He ordered this done the
second and then a third time so that the
sacrifice, wood, and altar were all
drenched, and the trench filled with water.

The Prophet then prayed: “Lord, God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, let it be known
this day that You are God in Israel and that |

Church Etiquette — Part |

KNEELING

In some Orthodox traditions there are
times when kneeling is a pious practice in
the Liturgy, the most notable being at the
Consecration of the Holy Gifts. However,
kneeling is prohibited on Sundays, Great
Feast days, and during the Paschal season,
from Pascha to Pentecost, in honor of the
Resurrection.

The author of this article is Father David
Barr, Pastor of Holy Resurrection Church in
Tucson, Arizona, a parish of the Antiochi-
an Archdiocese. This article has been re-
printed in churches in all Orthodox juris-
dictions in America. =

The Holy Prophet Elijah

am your servant and have done these things
by your command. Answer me. Lord! An-
swer me that this people may know that
You, Lord, are God and that You have
brought them back to their senses.” Fire
immediately came down and consumed the
bull, the wood, stone, and dust and dried up
the water in the trenches. When the people
saw this miracle, they fell on their faces and
cried out: “The Lord is God! The Lord is
God!” The prophets of Baal were then,
seized and put to death.

When the queen heard this. she became
angry and determined to kill Elijah. He, how-
ever, escaped by travelling forty days and
forty nights to Mount Horeb (Sinai), where
he took shelter in a cave and was delivered
food, by a raven. It was here that the Lord
spoke to him and instructed him in his future
prophetic missions to the people of Israel.

After years of zealously fulfilling the Lord’s
commands, he gave his prophetic mantle
to Elisha, his successor. One day, as the
Bible describes it, both were walking and
conversing and “a flaming chariot and flam-

LUNCHEON THANK YOU’S The
Myrhhbearers Altar Society would like to
thank everyone who contributed to the
Father’s Day luncheon and the SS Peter &
Paul day luncheons. It was wonderful to
see so many contributions and to cele-
brate these special days.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR COFFEE HOUR
CLEAN-UP We are in need of volunteers
to clean-up the church hall on Sunday’s|
after coffee hour. Cleaners clean off the
tables, put away/give away leftover food,
wash dishes, take out the trash, etc. If
you are interested in volunteering for one
weekend a month or one weekend every
couple of months, please sign up in the
hall. If you have questions please speak

to Heather Pfeiffer or Marty Gala.

ing horses came between them, and Elijah
was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind.”

According to the prophecy of Malachi,
Elijah is to come again toward the end of
the world. “Lo, | will send you Elijah, the
prophet, before the day of the Lord
comes, the great and terrible day” (3:23).
A tradition gradually formed which held
that Elijah would return at the time of the
coming of the Messiah (Enoch, 4 Esdras,
Eccl. 48: 10). In fact, the angel in announc-
ing the birth of John the Baptist said that
John would have the spirit and power of
Elijah. Jesus Himself compared John with
Elijah twice. The Prophet Elijah’s loyalty to
God and uncompromising faithfulness is a
model for those who are straddling be-
tween loyalty to God and to the world.

The qualities of loyalty to God and the
fulfillment of His holy will are the qualities
needed today. May we live in the spirit
and power of Elias and progress to spiritu-
al strength and greatness.

O Holy, Prophet Elijah,
pray unto God for us!
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Youth Corner: St. Jacob Netsvetov

ENLIGHTENER OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE OF ALASKA
COMMEMORATION DATE: JULY 26

In 1802, on an Aleutian Island in Alaska,
Yeager and Maria Netsvetov became the
parents of a son named Jacob. He was
the oldest of four children. He had a sis-
ter Elena and two brothers Osip and An-
tony. During his young life, his parents
moved to Siberia, Russia. His parents
were very poor, but worked hard to help
their children. Rather than going to the
Naval Academy like his brothers, Jacob
wanted to learn more about the church,
so he went to school at the Irkutsk Theo-
logical Seminary. When he was twenty
years old, he married a girl named Anna.
He was then tonsured a sub-deacon. On
March 4, 1828, he received the Sacra-
ment of Ordination from Archbishop
Michael, the same Archbishop that or-
dained St. Innocent. After his ordination,
Father Jacob wanted to return to Alaska
and teach the people about God. So he
began his long journey from Siberia to
Alaska with his wife and father. After
traveling by land and sea for 13 months
and 14 days, he reached Alaska. Father
Jacob loved his parishioners so much
that neither sickness nor weather would
stop him from visiting. He spoke two
languages, making it very easy for him to
talk to the people he served. Since there
was no church building when he arrived,
he held all of the services in a tent. Fa-
ther Jacob would pack up his tent and
take it with him on all of his missionary
trips. He finally decided it was important
to have a church, so he built the church
of St. Nicholas. Once the church was
completed, he constructed a school for
the children. He taught the children to
read and write in both Russian and Una-
gan Aleut, the native language of many
people on the island. With the help of St.
Innocent, he translated the Holy Scrip-
tures and other important writings into
the language of the Native Alaskans.

After his wife and father
died, he wanted to be a
monastic, but St. Inno-
cent encouraged him to
continue his missionary
work. Through his work,
he converted and bap-
tized both the leader and
all of the people in the
village. On July 26, 1864,
he died in Sitka, Alaska.
The glorification services
for St. Jacob were held in
Anchorage, Alaska on
October 15-16, 1994.
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STAR ATHLETES On June 16, 2023, Delilah

Swim Team Summer:
She.
in the:

League meet.
placed 2™
Breaststroke and:
achieved a personal§
best time. Delilah:
be competingé
again on July 22™

will
in:

State Games at McClintock High School in
Freestyle, Backstroke, and Breaststroke.

Dylan Arango competed in the NGA Na-
tionals in New Orleans,:'
LA., Dylan had a fantastict
meet taking home 4
medals. He placed 3rdi
on parallel bars,4th oni
high bar and 5th on rings:
and All Around. He con-g
tributed to his team'ss
First Place and Superi

Arango competed in the Rio Development also was selected to:

the Grand CanyonE.....................:

_________________,Ilfetlme From spirited games to heartfelt

Youth News

Team victories. Dylan=: :

= attend the National:
: Select Team Camp in:

. Tennessee in the fall.

' Next time you see our®
be.
congratulate:
them on their successes! 2

' talented athletes,

1sure to

s ALL SAINTS CAMP Our youth had an in-
credible week at All Saints Camp! The
laughter, friendships, and unforgettable
moments created a bond that will last a

:dlscussmns our youth grew in their Or-
sthodox faith and deepened their connec-
gtion mEsEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEsEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
swith
gGod
zand
ione
ianoth-
:er

.--------------‘-------------
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Around SS Peter & Paul

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

July 13
14

Jessie Garcia

Barbara Harp

Azuriah Merriwether

John Yavornitzky

Wesley Holmes

Matushka Mary Balmer

Fr David & Matushka Mary Balmer
Lydia Osolinsky & Michael Davis
Nadya Moriarty

Jarrod Zaremba

Nicholas Enoch Sr.

Mekseb Mebrahtu

Deacon Rodion Pfeiffer

Phil O’Brien

Tammy Lynn Horton

Xanath (Xenia) King

David Homyak

Sarita & Arthur Rhodes
Sammy Valencia

MANY YEARS!

16
20

22
23
24
25
27
29

31

CONGRATULATIONS and
MANY YEARS
to Sarita and Arthur Rhodes on the birth of
thetr son, Judah Chase Willimms Rhodes.
Judah was born june 13, a healthy gLb 10
0z, 20.8lw, baby boy. Judan is also wel~
comed by his brothers, JohnHenry and
_agger. wWe join them bn giving thanks for
this gift of new Life. May the Lord bless

. them all!

PRAYER LIST

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who areill or unable to attend services:

Sandra Hoff
Barbara Harp
Marie Lobb
Ann Carroll
Elizabeth Michel
Walter Booriakin
Jamie Arango
Tammy Horton
The suffering people of Ukraine

Mag Our [ ord Jcsus Chn'st, the Fl’lgsician

of our souls and boc!ics, reach out his hcaling

hand and bless tl’\csc, His servants.

If you know anyone else in need of
our prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel.
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Bits and Pieces

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Archbishop
Benjamin will be with us September 9th
and 10th.

THE DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY will be in Santa
Rosa, Calif. October 24th-26th.

CONGRATULATIONS AND MANY YEARS!
to Deacon Rodion Pfeiffer as he celebrates
the second anniversary of his ordination to
the Holy Diaconate. May the Lord bless
him and grant him, Matushka Elizabeth,
and their family many blessings as they
serve Christ’s Holy Church!

THE SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROGRAM is al-
most done. We thank each and every one
of you for your donations. We were able to
purchase all the supplies and backpacks for
48 students from Pre-K to 8" grade. We
worked to get the best value for the money
and | think we have accomplished that.

But we need your help once again. We ask
that you give us 15 minutes during the cof-
fee hour to pack the backpacks. Get some
friends together, choose a grade and put all
the supplies in the packs along with labels.
Each grade comprises 5 students. We will
give you all you need to get this done.

We will be “packing up” on this coming
Sunday, July 9 and also Sunday, July 16.
So choose a date, choose a grade, and we
can get this final part of our program fin-
ished in time to deliver to Whittier School
around July 20™. Thank you again.

Mary Flynn, David & Sue Bieber

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
This
Lord's transfiguration before his
disciples on Mt. Tabor. In His Transfigura-
tion He reveals His glory to the disciples. In
Him they (and we) now see for themselves
the glory of God present in the person of
Christ. Vespers for the feast will be Satur-
day evening, August 51 at 5:00pm and then
Sunday, August 6”‘, Divine Liturgy at
9:00am, followed by the blessing of fruit.

feast commemorates our

CONFESSIONS are heard after Vespers on
Saturday Evening. If you would like your
confession to be at a different time,
please let Fr. Mikel or Fr. David know.
Everyone who goes to Communion is re-
quired by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the
OCA to have their Confession heard at
least once every 4 weeks.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD If
you are interested in enrolling your 3-6
year old child as a new student in our CGS
class for the upcoming school year, please
contact Lesley Zaremba at 480.710.7133.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is looking for volunteers
to help with our Sunday School program.
We are in need of an assistant teacher in
our CGS class as well as a teacher and
assistant teacher for our high school class.
Please contact Stephanie Homyak,
602.432.7473, to volunteer.

“Of all the holy works, the education of
children is the most holy.”
— St. Theophan the Recluse

MID-YEAR STATEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
The office of the treasurer will be sending/
emailing out semi-annual contributions
statements in July. Please review your
statement when you receive it to make
sure you are credited correctly. If there is
a discrepancy, please contact the treasur-
er, David Homyak.

BLESSING OF VEHICLES It is our parish
custom to bless vehicles on the Sunday
nearest to the Feast of the Holy Prophet
Elijah. This year, that commemoration
falls on Sunday, July 23™. Cars and other
vehicles will be blessed that day, following
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

A/C REMINDER When running the hall’'s A/C re-
member to keep all doors closed and returning
thermostats to their original setting after use.

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH Mary Flynn is seeking
volunteers to help with our Christmas Out-
reach Program to our local school. Please see
Mary Flynn or Fr. Mikel if you are able to help.

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP Throughout the
summer months, many of our parishioners
will be taking vacations, seeking cooler
climes, or visiting family and friends
throughout the country and world. It is also
during the summer, when church attend-
ance decreases because of vacations, and
our parish expenses rise due to the greater
use and higher cost of electricity in the heat
of the summer. However, the life and work
of your parish community continues even
when you are traveling and away and en-
joying your vacation. You are asked to kind-
ly remember this and to maintain—and
even increase—your stewardship during
the summer months. May

the Lord bless your travels and

bring you safely home.

BOOKSTORE New titles are
arriving weekly to our recently
refreshed parish bookstore!

The month’s spotlight is on the classic
book by Fr. Seraphim Rose “Orthodoxy
and the Religion of the Future”:

What is the ancient Christian understand-
ing of today's UFO sightings? What is be-
hind the Charismatic Movement? What
phenomena are assaulting Christianity in
our modern world? How can Christians
avoid being caught up in the Apostasy?

ORTHODOXY AND THE RELIGION OF THE
FUTURE examines in eight chapters these
and similar questions facing Christians in
the contemporary world. The religious
phenomena of today are symptoms of a
"new religious consciousness" that is pre-
paring the world religion of the future.
Phenomena such as Yoga, Zen, Tantra,
Transcendental Meditation, Maharaj-ji,
Hare Krishna, UFOs, the Charismatic
Movement and Jonestown are presented
in contrast to the Orthodox Patristic
standard of spiritual life, without the un-
derstanding of which, in the coming time
of antichrist, it will scarcely be possible for
Christians to be saved.
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